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Come Holy Spirit!
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Numbers 11:24-30
Series A, Day of Pentecost, May 24, 2026
“Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to [Moses], and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied.” Numbers 11:25
	Have you ever visited a Pentecostal church?  Pentecostal worship is very different from Lutheran worship. There’s shouting, there’s weeping, there’s falling down in the aisle, there’s dancing, there’s speaking in tongues, there’s raising hands. To Pentecostals, it’s all evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Lutherans generally don’t do these things, so some might think we don’t have the Holy Spirit.  But the Holy Spirit is with all God’s people. And his coming and going can’t be dictated by anyone.  No one denomination has a monopoly on the Holy Spirit. The word “Spirit” means “breath.”  If you’re a Christian today, you have the very breath of God within you. 
In the Old Testament lesson, the children of Israel have been led out into the desert of Sinai. Moses has already received the Ten Commandments. The people are being fed daily with manna they pick up from the ground each morning. They’re free.  They’re fed.  They have the Promised Land of Canaan to look forward to.
But all they do is complain against Moses!  So God instructs Moses to assemble 70 elders of Israel at the Tent Meeting.  Here they’ll be assigned the task of organizing Israel and proclaiming the word of God.  While there, the Holy Spirit comes on these elders and they begin prophesying. 
What’s prophesying?  It’s actually several things.  It can be foretelling the future.  It can be speaking ecstatically in unknown languages.  It can be proclaiming the word of God.  Given all the turmoil and grumbling in the camp, I suspect the 70 elders are proclaiming the word of God given to Moses because the people need to be taught. And now the Spirit is giving these elders the boldness to do just that. Two elders, Eldad and Medad, didn’t show up at the Tent of Meeting. But the Holy Spirit comes on them anyway.  And they’re already prophesying in the camp. Joshua doesn’t think this is right. He objects.  But Moses tells Joshua, “Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them.” (Numbers 11:29b)
Moses’ hopeful prayer isn’t answered right away.  In fact it’ll be perhaps 1,600 years before the Holy Spirit comes on the church. It happens on the Day of Pentecost.  On that day, the first Christians were empowered to proclaim the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name.  How fitting it was that Pentecost, a Jewish harvest festival, is also the day the first crop of Christians comes in.
Pentecost means fifty.  Fifty days after the ascension of Jesus Christ 120 Christians are gathered in the Upper Room in Jerusalem.  There, the Holy Spirit – the Holy Breath of God – comes on them like a mighty rushing wind. There’s fire in the room and on the heads of all the people. And what do they do?  They all start proclaiming the Gospel. They’re so loud people outside the room hear them in the street.
There’s great commotion.  A curious crowd gathers. They’re hearing the Gospel in their own languages. How did simple Galileans learn so many different languages?  They didn’t! The apostles are speaking the Gospel in their own language, but it’s heard in the languages of all the people.  That’s the miracle of Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit has given the crowd the gift of hearing.  So many people heard and believed the Gospel that 3,000 were baptized and added to the church that day.
Nothing artificial or contrived was used by the apostles to make this happen.  There weren’t any smoke machines, sound effects, or worship teams.  The suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus was proclaimed, forgiveness of sins was announced in his name, and thousands believed and were baptized.  The Holy Spirit simply used the word spoken, hearts were opened, and sinners were saved.
The Holy Spirit continues to work that way.  In John’s Gospel, Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin, is having a conversation with Jesus.  Jesus tells Nicodemus, “You must be born again.” Nicodemus has no idea what Jesus is talking about.  So Jesus explains. He says, “No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.” (John 3:6)  
Being born of water and the Spirit is how we’re born again. Nicodemus - and all of us - need life from the Spirit through the word and baptism. That’s how the Spirit normally works.  But even then, baptism doesn’t force new birth and the Holy Sprit on anyone. The Holy Spirit blows life from God in our direction through water and the word.  But we don’t have to accept it. We can tell the Spirit to go away and just ignore him. 
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. (John 3:8)
The Spirit can just go away if he wants to.  We don’t know when he’ll blow in our direction again, if ever. All of us probably know of church people who no longer attend or even believe the Gospel. Maybe the Holy Spirit will blow life from God toward them again someday. We pray he will, but we just don’t know.  No one tells the Holy Spirit what to do. As the writer of Hebrews says, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your heart.”  (Hebrews 3:15) The Spirit may not blow your way again.
So faith in Jesus Christ isn’t something to put off, to delay, to say we’ll consider some day in the future. By then it may be too late.  But, again, as the writer of Hebrews says, “Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are convinced of better things in your case—the things that have to do with salvation.”  (Hebrews 6:9)
If you’re hearing these words today, or if you’re in church, the Holy Spirit likely blew your way and you’re a faithful Christian.  That means you have the Holy Spirit, even if you don’t do things like speak in tongues or prophesy. How do you know you have the Holy Spirit? The New Testament is full of verses that reassure us.  
Here’s St. Peter’s promise to you, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) Here’s another one, this one’s from St. Paul, “I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) 
	Are you baptized?  Do you call Jesus “Lord” today?  If so, you have God’s personal assurance that his Holy Spirit is within you, giving you life. In fact, according to St. Paul, “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
As baptized believers in Jesus Christ, we have the Holy Spirit! Now what? Now we use the many gifts he gives us as individual Christians to serve one another. The New Testament has lists of those gifts. Here are a few of them: preaching, serving, teaching, exhorting, giving, leading, being merciful.  (Romans 12:6-8)
In another place, St. Paul says all the gifts of the Spirit are good, and ought to be used for the building up of the church.  But he singles out one gift of the Spirit that’s the greatest of all.  Do you know what that is? Yes, it’s the gift of love. Paul says there are three great gifts, “faith, hope and love, but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)
We pray:
Holy Spirit, light divine, Shine upon this heart of mine;
Chase the shades of night away, Turn the darkness into day.
(From LSB # 496, by Andrew Reed)
Lectionary, Series A, Pentecost, May 24, 2026
Numbers 11:24-30
24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And he gathered seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.
26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” 30 And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.
Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and restedon each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
    and your young men shall see visions,
    and your old men shall dream dreams;
18 even on my male servants and female servants
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
20 the sun shall be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood,
    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
John 7:37-39
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as[a] the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
