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It Ain’t Over till It’s Over! 
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Matthew 28:1-10
Series A, The Resurrection of Our Lord, April 5, 2026
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.” Matthew 28:5-6
	“It ain’t over till it’s over.”  That’s another one of those famous sayings of baseball great Yogi Berra. He said that in 1973 when the Yankees were about to go down to defeat.  They went on to win the division title. Yogi Berra’s statement is true. “It ain’t over till it’s over.”
	That applies to our Christian faith as well.  It ain’t over till it’s over.  On Good Friday, Jesus’ disciples thought it was over. The Lord had been crucified.  Most of the disciples had run for their lives.  Of the eleven, only John bravely stayed with Jesus till the bitter end.  So did a few of the faithful women.  Late in the afternoon, a Roman centurion certified that Jesus was dead.  He thrust his spear deep into Jesus’ side to make that certain.
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus – at great personal risk - went to Pontius Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  The governor granted their request and the two friends buried Jesus in Joseph’s own new tomb. The tomb was sealed, probably with wax and a ribbon. Guards were placed.  That was the end of the matter. It was game over.  Except it wasn’t.
Just before dawn, Easter Sunday, the faithful women who had watched Jesus die and be buried by Joseph and Nicodemus returned to the tomb. The two men had buried Jesus hastily as daylight was fading. The women knew they could do the job better, so they planned to bury Jesus’ body properly early Sunday morning, after the sabbath, at sunrise. They worried about whether the guards would let them do it. They wondered how they were going to roll that big stone away. 
 But when they arrived, they found the guards passed out and the stone already rolled away.  Someone brilliant with white clothing and light was sitting on the stone.  It was a holy angel.  This is what he told them: 
Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him.” (Matthew 28:5-7)   
	Jesus was alive!  There couldn’t be any better news than that!  It’s the kind of news that vanquishes all the depression, fear and guilt many of Jesus’ followers were feeling.  Maybe you have some of those feelings today as well.  Maybe you’re sad or frightened about things happening in your life.  But because Jesus is alive whatever reasons we have for those feelings are gone.  
Jesus lives! Forgiveness, eternal life, and resurrection are won for us!  There’s a Bill Gaither song with words that say it all:
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living just because He lives.  
	It’s exactly as St. Peter says in Acts 10:43, “Everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  So that’s the end of the story, right?  The tomb is empty.  Our sins are forgiven.  Jesus lives! We can all go home happy. End of story, right?
	No! It’s not the end of the story.  It’s really just the beginning.  The women have work to do.  The angel tells them to go and tell the disciples that Jesus is alive.  The disciples have work to do.  They need to go and tell the whole world the good news.  Later, when they have their reunion with the risen Jesus in Galilee, he gives them a job description. Here it is:
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20)
 	Ok, so that must be the end of the story.  The disciples get their orders.  They and their successors - pastors, teachers, missionaries and evangelists - are to go about building the Christian church by baptizing people and teaching them the Christian faith.  That’s what the church has been doing ever since.  End of story, right?  It’s over, right?
	No! It’s not over.  There’s more to this story.  In a previous congregation I served, I had a conversation with one of the altar guild ladies. It was just before Easter and she was getting the church ready.  In our conversation, I learned something very surprising.  I’ve since learned other people think the same way she did.
	I learned from this faithful lady that she thought Easter was the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus and that was all.  She didn’t realize resurrection applied to people like her.  She thought when a Christian dies, their soul goes to heaven and that’s that.  Body in ground.  Soul in heaven.  End of story.  It’s over.  
	But it’s not over!  The good news of Easter is that Jesus is the “first born from the dead.” (Colossians 1:18)  That means, he was raised first, and then when he returns, everyone else who is baptized into him will also be raised. And we’ll all have wonderful bodies just like his!  “We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is,” St. John joyfully proclaims. (1 John 3:2) If we’re still alive when Jesus comes, the body we have now will be changed to be like his. (1 Corinthians 15:51)   It will be a glorified body, a beautiful and perfect body, a body that will never suffer or die again.  
	It’s as St. Paul says in the epistle lesson, “When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:4) Somehow many Christians have gotten the same idea this dear lady had.  Jesus died and rose again, but when we die, our body stays in the ground and our soul goes to heaven.  Period.  End of story.
	Not end of story!  The idea that the soul is eternal but the body isn’t was popular among the Greeks, but it’s not what Christians believe. We believe what we confess in the Creed, “I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.”   The risen Jesus is coming again.  And when he does, all the faithful, living and dead, will have a new and glorious body, a body perfectly fitted for life in the new heavens and new earth. It will be the same body, but whole, and beautiful, never to suffer again.  Everything Adam and Eve ruined will finally be restored.
	Only then will this world end and a new one begin.  You’ve probably heard the expression, “It’s not over till the fat lady sings.”  Charles Dickens seems to have originated that sentiment.  A short story he wrote in 1858 has a similar line in it.  It sounds like something Yogi Berra would say, but he didn’t.
	For you and me, the fat lady sings when Jesus returns and gives us all glorious new bodies fit for a glorious new world.  That’s our faith.  The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation and guarantee of that promise.  Cling to that promise!  It ain’t over till it’s over!
	Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
	He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!
We pray: Lord Jesus, help us not lose heart, but cling to the good news of your resurrection, the foundation of our hope and assurance for wonderful things still to come.  Amen.
Lectionary, Series A, Easter, April 5, 2026
Acts 10:34-43
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Colossians 3:1-4
 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Matthew 28:1-10
 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”




